In Egyptian mythology, Thoth is the god of wisdom, time, writing, magic and the moon. The Book of
Thoth is a legendary book containing powerful spells and knowledge, said to have been buried with the
Prince Neferkaptah (meaning perfect ka of Ptah in Egyptian) in the City of the Dead.

Book of Thoth
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article is about several ancient Egyptian books. For the book by Aleister Crowley, see The Book
of Thoth (Crowley).
Book of Thoth is a name given to many ancient Egyptian texts supposed to have been written by
Thoth, the Egyptian god of writing and knowledge. They include a text that is known and has been
translated, many texts that were claimed to exist by ancient authors, and a magical book that
appears in an Egyptian work of fiction.

Texts that are known or claimed to exist
The Egyptians stored many texts, on a wide range of subjects, in "Houses of Life", the libraries
contained within temple complexes. As Thoth was the god of knowledge, many of these texts were
claimed to be his work.1 The Egyptian historian Manetho said that Thoth wrote 36,525 books.2
The church father Clement of Alexandria, in the sixth book of his work Stromata, mentions forty-two
books used by Egyptian priests that he says contain "the whole philosophy of the Egyptians". All
these books, according to Clement, were written by Hermes (A pre existing Greek God that the
Greeks likened to Thoth, claiming they were one in the same God, having similar qualities I.e. Both
invented writing). Translation from Egyptian language and concepts to Greek language and concepts
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was not entirely accurate and some of the Egyptian authenticity was lost. Among the subjects they
cover are hymns, rituals, temple construction, astrology, geography, and medicine.3
The Egyptologists Richard Lewis Jasnow and Karl-Theodor Zauzich have dubbed a long Egyptian
text from the Ptolemaic period "the Book of Thoth". This Demotic text, known from more than forty
fragmentary copies, consists of a dialogue between a person called "The-one-who-loves-knowledge"
and a figure that Jasnow and Zauzich identify as Thoth. The topics of their conversation include the
work of scribes, various aspects of the gods and their sacred animals, and the Duat, the realm of the
dead. 4

Fictional book
The fictional Book of Thoth appears in an ancient Egyptian story from the Ptolemaic period. The
book, written by Thoth, is said to contain two spells, one of which allows the reader to understand the
speech of animals, and one of which allows the reader to perceive the gods themselves.5
According to the story, the book was originally hidden at the bottom of the Nile near Coptos, where it
was locked inside a series of boxes guarded by serpents. The Egyptian prince Neferkaptah fought
the serpents and retrieved the book, but in punishment for his theft from Thoth, the gods killed his
wife Ahwere and son Merib. Neferkaptah committed suicide and was entombed along with the book.
Generations later, the story's protagonist, Setne Khamwas (a character based on the historical prince
Khaemwaset), steals the book from Neferkaptah's tomb despite opposition from Neferkaptah's ghost.
Setne then meets a beautiful woman who seduces him into killing his children and humiliating himself
in front of the pharaoh. He discovers that this episode was an illusion created by Neferkaptah, and in
fear of further retribution, Setne returns the book to Neferkaptah's tomb. At Neferkaptah's request,
Setne also finds the bodies of Neferkaptah's wife and son and buries them in Neferkaptah's tomb,
which is then sealed. 6
The story reflects the Egyptian belief that the gods' knowledge is not meant for humans to possess.7

In popular culture
The Book of Thoth is mentioned in The Rosetta Key, a novel by William Dietrich.
The Book of Thoth plays a major role in the 1972 novel Mumbo Jumbo by Ishmael Reed.
The Book of Thoth plays a major role in the 1918 novel Brood of the Witch-Queen by Sax Rohmer.
The book of Thoth appears in Rick Riordan's The Serpent's Shadow book, where it is used by Carter
and Sadie Kane to banish Apophis from the world.
The Book of Thoth is used by the demon Astaroth in the series The Tapestry to banish modern
technology and cities.
Book of Thoth is a very powerful and expensive magical item purchasable in the Hi-Rez Studios
video game SMITE.
In Board Game Online, the Book of Thoth is one of the most powerful items, given to those who
complete The Archaeology Dig. The artifact contains many dak spells used to harass enemies.
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The protagonist of an anime Myriad Colors Phantom World has an ability called "The Book Of Thoth"
that allows him to summon and seal Phantoms (monster-like spiritual beings) to fight for him. His
most recurring phantoms are Cthulhu and Marchosias.
The Book of Thoth appears in Zora Neale Hurston's novel Moses, Man of the Mountain, a story in
which Hurston's Moses, of ambiguous racial identity, derives power not only from the Midianite god,
Jehovah, but also from this Egyptian book of power, produced by the Egyptian god of writing, Thoth.

Works cited
Fowden, Garth (1993). The Egyptian Hermes: A Historical Approach to the Late Pagan Mind.
Princeton University Press. ISBN 978-0691024981.
Jasnow, Richard Lewis; Karl-Theodor Zauzich (2005). The Ancient Egyptian Book of Thoth: A
Demotic Discourse on Knowledge & Pendant to Classical Hermetica. Otto Harrassowitz
Verlag. ISBN 9783447050821.
Lichtheim, Miriam (2006) [1st. Pub. 1978]. Ancient Egyptian Literature, Volume III: The Late Period.
University of California Press. ISBN 0-520-24844-9.

The reader of the rolls would know the language of the animals, be able to cast great spells, and be able to
enchant the sky and earth themselves. Anyone who read the book was punished by the gods (who would
cause the reader's loved ones to die until the book was returned).
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In recent years books such as 'The Orion Mystery' by Robert Bauval have created a popular belief that The
Sphinx and other Giza monuments are thousands of years older than is currently claimed by orthodox
Egyptologists. Members of this movement often suggest that the Book of Thoth has been positioned
beneath the paws of the Sphinx for some 12,000 years.

Another legend
Rameses the Great, Pharaoh of Egypt, had a son called Setna who was learned in all
the ancient writings, and a magician of note. While the other princes spent their days
in hunting or in leading their father's armies to guard the distant parts of his empire,
Setna was never so happy as when left alone to study.
Not only could he read even the most ancient hieroglyphic writings on the temple
walls, but he was a scribe who could write quickly and easily all the many hundreds of
signs that go to make up the ancient Egyptian language. Also, he was a magician
whom none could surpass: for he had learned his art from the most secret of the
ancient writings which even the priests of Amen-Re, of Ptah and Thoth, could not
read.
One day, as he pored over the ancient books written on the two sides of long rolls of
papyrus, he came upon the story of another Pharaoh's son several hundred years earlier
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who had been as great a scribe and as wise a magician as he greater and wiser, indeed,
for Nefrekeptah had read the Book of Thoth by which a man might enchant both
heaven and earth, and know the language of the birds and beasts.
When Setna read further that the Book of Thoth had been buried with Nefrekeptah in
his royal tomb at Memphis, nothing would content him until he had found it and
learned all his wisdom.
So he sought out his brother Anherru and said to him, 'Help me to find the Book of
Thoth. For without it life has no longer any meaning for me.'
'I will go with you and stand by your side through all dangers,' answered Anherru.
The two brothers set out for Memphis, and it was not hard for them to find the tomb of
Nefrekeptah the son of Amen-hotep, the first great Pharaoh of that name, who had
reigned three hundred years before their day.
When Setna had made his way into the tomb, to the central chamber where
Nefrekeptah was laid to rest, he found the body of the prince lying wrapped in its linen
bands, still and awful in death. But beside it on the stone sarcophagus sat two ghostly
figures, the Kas, or doubles, of a beautiful young woman and a boy - and between
them, on the dead breast of Nefrekeptah lay the Book of Thoth.
Setna bowed reverently to the two Kas, and said, 'May Osiris have you in his keeping,
dead son of a dead Pharaoh, Nefrekeptah the great scribe; and you also, who ever you
be, whose Kas sit here beside him. Know that I am Setna, the priest of Ptah, son of
Rameses the greatest Pharaoh of all - and I come for the Book of Thoth which was
yours in your days on earth. I beg you to let me take it in peace - for if not I have the
power to take it by force or magic.'
"I come for the Book of Thoth which was yours in your days on earth. I beg you to let
me take it in peace."
Then said the Ka of the woman, 'Do not take the Book of Thoth, Setna, son of today's
Pharaoh. It will bring you trouble even as it brought trouble upon Nefrekeptah who
lies here, and upon me, Ahura his wife, whose body lies at Koptos on the edge of
Eastern Thebes together with that of Merab our son - whose Kas you see before you,
dwelling with the husband and father whom we loved so dearly. Listen to my tale, and
beware!:
'Nefrekeptah and I were the children of the Pharaoh Amen-hotep and, according to the
custom, we became husband and wife, and this son Merab was born to us. Nefrekeptah
cared above all things for the wisdom of the ancients and for the magic that is to be
learned from all that is carved on the temple walls, and within the tombs and pyramids
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of long-dead kings and priests in Saqqara, the city of the dead that is all about us here
on the edge of Memphis.
'One day as he was studying what is carved on the walls in one of the most ancient
shrines of the gods, he heard a priest laugh mockingly and say, "All that you read there
is but worthless. I could tell you where lies the Book of Thoth, which the god of
wisdom wrote with his own hand. When you have read its first page you will be able
to enchant the heaven and the earth, the abyss, the mountains and the sea; and you
shall know what the birds and the beasts and the reptiles are saying. And when you
have read the second page your eyes will behold all the secrets of the gods themselves,
and read all that is hidden in the stars."
'Then said Nefrekeptah to the priest, "By the life of Pharaoh, tell me what you would
have me do for you, and I will do it - if only you will tell me where the Book of Thoth
is."
'And the priest answered, "If you would learn where it lies, you must first give me a
hundred bars of silver for my funeral, and issue orders that when I die my body shall
be buried like that of a great king."
"All around the iron box are twisted snakes and scorpions, and it is guarded by a
serpent who cannot be slain."
'Nefrekeptah did all that the priest asked; and when he had received the bars of silver,
he said, "The Book of Thoth lies beneath the middle of the Nile at Koptos, in an iron
box. In the iron box is a box of bronze; in the bronze box is a sycamore box; in the
sycamore box is an ivory and ebony box; in the ivory and ebony box is a silver box; in
the silver box is a golden box - and in that lies the Book of Thoth. All around the iron
box are twisted snakes and scorpions, and it is guarded by a serpent who cannot be
slain."
'Nefrekeptah was beside himself with joy. He hastened home from the shrine and told
me all that he had learned. But I feared lest evil should come of it, and said to him,
"Do not go to Koptos to seek this book, for I know that it will bring great sorrow to
you and to those you love."
I tried in vain to hold Nefrekeptah back, but he shook me off and went to Pharaoh, our
royal father, and told him what he had learned from the priest.
'Then said Pharaoh, "What is it that you desire?" And Nefrekeptah answered, "Bid
your servants make ready the Royal Boat, for I would sail south to Koptos with Ahura
my wife and our son Merab to seek this book without delay."
'All was done as he wished, and we sailed up the Nile until we came to Koptos. And
there the priests and priestesses of Isis came to welcome us and led us up to the
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Temple of Isis and Horus. Nefrekeptah made a great sacrifice of an ox, a goose and
some wine, and we feasted with the priests and their wives in a fine house looking out
upon the river.
'But on the morning of the fifth day, leaving me and Merab to watch from the window
of the house, Nefrekeptah went down to the river and made a great enchantment.
'First he created a magic cabin that was full of men and tackle. He cast a spell on it,
giving life and breath to the men, and he sank the magic cabin into the river. Then he
filled the Royal Boat with sand and put out into the middle of the Nile until he came to
the place below which the magic cabin lay. And he spoke words of power, and cried,
"Workmen, workmen, work for me even where lies the Book of Thoth!" They toiled
without ceasing by day and by night, and on the third day they reached the place
where the Book lay.
Then Nefrekeptah cast out the sand and they raised the Book on it until it stood upon a
shoal above the level of the river.
'And behold all about the iron box, below it and above it, snakes and scorpions twined.
And the serpent that could not die was twined about the box itself. Nefrekeptah cried
to the snakes and scorpions a loud and terrible cry - and at his words of magic they
became still, nor could one of them move.
'Then Nefrekeptah walked unharmed among the snakes and scorpions until he came to
where the serpent that could not die lay curled around the box of iron. The serpent
reared itself up for battle, since no charm could work on it, and Nefrekeptah drew his
sword and rushing upon it, smote off its head at a single blow. But at once the head
and the body sprang together, and the serpent that could not die was whole again and
ready for the fray. Once more Nefrekeptah smote off its head, and this time he cast it
far away into the river. But at once the head returned to the body, and was joined to
the neck, and the serpent that could not die was ready for its next battle.
'Nefrekeptah saw that the serpent could not be slain, but must be overcome by
cunning. So once more he struck off its head. But before head and body could come
together he put sand on each part so that when they tried to join they could not do so
as there was sand between them - and the serpent that could not die lay helpless in two
pieces.
'Then Nefrekeptah went to where the iron box lay on the shoal in the river; and the
snakes and scorpions watched him; and the head of the serpent that could not die
watched him also: but none of them could harm him.
'He opened the iron box and found in it a bronze box; he opened the bronze box and
found in it a box of sycamore wood; he opened that and found a box of ivory and
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ebony, and in that a box of silver, and at the last a box of gold. And when he had
opened the golden box he found in it the Book of Thoth. He opened the Book and read
the first page - and at once he had power over the heavens and the earth, the abyss, the
mountains and the sea; he knew what the birds and the beasts and the fishes were
saying. He read the next page of spells, and saw the sun shining in the sky, the moon
and the stars, and knew their secrets - and he saw also the gods themselves who are
hidden from mortal sight.
'Then, rejoicing that the priest's words had proved true, and the Book of Thoth was his,
he cast a spell upon the magic men, saying, "Workmen, workmen, work for me and
take me back to the place from which I came!" They brought him back to Koptos
where I sat waiting for him, taking neither food nor drink in my anxiety, but sitting
stark and still like one who is gone to the grave.
'When Nefrekeptah came to me, he held out the Book of Thoth and I took it in my
hands. And when I read the first page I also had power over the heavens and the earth,
the abyss, the mountains and the sea; and I also knew what the birds, the beasts and
the fishes were saying. And when I read the second page I saw the sun, the moon and
the stars with all the gods, and knew their secrets even as he did.
'Then Nefrekeptah took a clean piece of papyrus and wrote on it all the spells from the
Book of Thoth. He took a cup of beer and washed off the words into it and drank it so
that the knowledge of the spells entered into his being. But I, who cannot write, do not
remember all that is written in the Book of Thoth - for the spells which I had read in it
were many and hard.
"...a sudden power seemed to seize our little boy Merab so that he was drawn into the
river and sank out of sight."
'After this we entered the Royal Boat and set sail for Memphis. But scarcely had we
begun to move, when a sudden power seemed to seize our little boy Merab so that he
was drawn into the river and sank out of sight. Seizing the Book of Thoth,
Nefrekeptah read from it the necessary spell, and at once the body of Merab rose to the
surface of the river and we lifted it on board. But not all the magic in the Book, not
that of any magician in Egypt, could bring Merab back to life.
Nonetheless Nefrekeptah was able to make his Ka speak to us and tell us what had
caused his death. And the Ka of Merab said, "Thoth the great god found that his Book
had been taken, and he hastened before Amen-Re, saying, 'Nefrekeptah, son of
Pharaoh Amen-hotep, has found my magic box and slain its guards and taken my
Book with all the magic that is in it.' And Re replied to him, 'Deal with Nefrekeptah
and all that is his as it seems good to you: I send out my power to work sorrow and
bring a punishment upon him and upon his wife and child.' And that power from Re,
passing through the will of Thoth, drew me into the river and drowned me."
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'Then we made great lamentation, for our hearts were well nigh broken at the death of
Merab. We put back to shore at Koptos, and there his body was embalmed and laid in
a tomb as befitted him.
'When the rites of burial and the lamentations for the dead were ended, Nefrekeptah
said to me, "Let us now sail with all haste down to Memphis to tell our father the
Pharaoh what has chanced. For his heart will be heavy at the death of Merab. Yet he
will rejoice that I have the Book of Thoth."
'So we set sail once more in the Royal Boat. But when it came to the place where
Merab had fallen into the water, the power of Re came upon me also and I walked out
of the cabin and fell into the river and was drowned. And when Nefrekeptah by his
magic arts had raised my body out of the river, and my Ka had told him all, he turned
back to Koptos and had my body embalmed and laid in the tomb beside Merab.
'Then he set out once more in bitter sorrow for Memphis. But when it reached that
city, and Pharaoh came aboard the Royal Boat, it was to find Nefrekeptah lying dead
in the cabin with the Book of Thoth bound upon his breast. So there was mourning
throughout all the land of Egypt, and Nefrekeptah was buried with all the rites and
honors due to the son of Pharaoh in this tomb where he now lies, and where my Ka
and the Ka of Merab come to watch over him.
'And now I have told you all the woe that has befallen us because we took and read the
Book of Thoth - the book which you ask us to give up. It is not yours, you have no
claim to it, indeed for the sake of it we gave up our lives on earth.'
When Setna had listened to all the tale told by the Ka of Ahura, he was filled with
awe. But nevertheless the desire to have the Book of Thoth was so strong upon him
that he said, 'Give me that which lies upon the dead breast of Nefrekeptah, or I will
take it by force.'
Then the Kas of Ahura and Merab drew away as if in fear of Setna the great magician.
But the Ka of Nefrekeptah arose from out of his body and stepped towards him,
saying, 'Setna, if after hearing all the tale which Ahura my wife has told you, yet you
will take no warning, then the Book of Thoth must be yours. But first you must win it
from me, if your skill is great enough, by playing a game of draughts with me - a game
of fifty-two points. Dare you do this?'
And Setna answered, 'I am ready to play.'
So the board was set between them, and the game began. And Nefrekeptah won the
first game from Setna, and put his spell upon him so that he sank into the ground to
above the ankles. And when he won the second game, Setna sank to his waist in the
ground. Once more they played and when Nefrekeptah won Setna sank in the ground
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until only his head was visible. But he cried out to his brother who stood outside the
tomb: 'Anherru! Make haste! Run to Pharaoh and beg of him the great Amulet of Ptah,
for by it only can I be saved, if you set it upon my head before the last game is played
and lost.'
So Anherru sped down the steep road from Saqqara to where Pharaoh sat in his palace
at Memphis. And when he heard all, he fastened into the Temple of Ptah, took the
great Amulet from its place in the sanctuary, and gave it to Anherru, saying: 'Go with
all speed, my son, and rescue your brother Setna from this evil contest with the dead.'
Back to the tomb sped Anherru, and down through the passages to the tomb-chamber
where the Ka of Nefrekeptah still played at draughts with Setna. And as he entered,
Setna made his last move, and Nefrekeptah reached out his hand with a cry of triumph
to make the final move that should win the game and sink Setna out of sight beneath
the ground for ever.
But before Nefrekeptah could move the piece, Anherru leapt forward and placed the
Amulet of Ptah on Setna's head. And at its touch Setna sprang out of the ground,
snatched the Book of Thoth from Nefrekeptah's body and fled with Anherru from the
tomb.
As they went they heard the Ka of Ahura cry, 'Alas, all power is gone from him who
lies in this tomb.'
But the Ka of Nefrekeptah answered, 'Be not sad: I will make Setna bring back the
Book of Thoth, and come as a suppliant to my tomb with a forked stick in his hand
and a fire-pan on his head.'
Then Setna and Anherru were outside, and at once the tomb closed behind them and
seemed as if it had never been opened.
When Setna stood before his father the great Pharaoh and told him all that had
happened, and gave him the Amulet of Ptah, Rameses said, 'My son, I counsel you to
take back the Book of Thoth to the tomb of Nefrekeptah like a wise and prudent man.
For otherwise be sure that he will bring sorrow and evil upon you, and at the last you
will be forced to carry it back as "a suppliant with a forked stick in your hand and a
fire-pan on your head."
But Setna would not listen to such advice. Instead, he returned to his own dwelling
and spent all his time reading the Book of Thoth and studying all the spells contained
in it. And often he would carry it into the Temple of Ptah and read from it to those
who sought his wisdom.
"One day as he sat the temple he saw a maiden, more beautiful than any he had ever
seen with 52 girls in attendance."
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One day as he sat in a shady colonnade of the temple he saw a maiden, more beautiful
than any he had ever seen, entering the temple with fifty-two girls in attendance on
her. Setna gazed fascinated at this lovely creature with her golden girdle and headdress of gold and colored jewels, who knelt to make her offerings before the statue of
Ptah. Soon he learned that she was called Tabubua, and was the daughter of the high
priest of the cat goddess Bastet from the city of Bubastis to the north of Memphis Bastet who was the bride of the god Ptah of Memphis.
As soon as Setna beheld Tabubua it seemed as if Hathor the goddess of love had cast a
spell over him. He forgot all else, even the Book of Thoth, and desired only to win her.
And it did not seem as if his suit would be in vain, for when he sent a message to her,
she replied that if he wished to seek her he was free to do so - provided he came
secretly to her palace in the desert outside Bubastis.
Setna made his way thither in haste, and found a pylon tower in a great garden with a
high wall round about it. There Tabubua welcomed him with sweet words and looks,
led him to her chamber in the pylon and served him with wine in a golden cup.
When he spoke to her of his love, she answered, 'Be joyful, my sweet lord, for I am
destined to be your bride. But remember that I am no common woman but the child of
Bastet the Beautiful - and I cannot endure a rival. So before we are wed write me a
scroll of divorcement against your present wife; and write also that you give your
children to me to be slain and thrown down to the cats of Bastet - for I cannot endure
that they shall live and perhaps plot evil against our children.'
'Be it as you wish!' cried Setna. And straightway he took his brush and wrote that
Tabubua might cast his wife out to starve and slay his children to feed the sacred cats
of Bastet. And when he had done this, she handed him the cup once more and stood
before him in all her loveliness, singing a bridal hymn. Presently terrible cries came
floating up to the high window of the pylon - the dying cries of his children, for he
recognized each voice as it called to him in agony and then was still.
But Setna drained the golden cup and turned to Tabubua, saying, 'My wife is a beggar
and my children lie dead at the pylon foot, I have nothing left in the world but you and I would give all again for you. Come to me, my love!'
Then Tabubua came towards him with outstretched arms, more lovely and desirable
than Hathor herself. With a cry of ecstasy Setna caught her to him - and as he did so,
on a sudden she changed and faded until his arms held a hideous, withered corpse.
Setna cried aloud in terror, and as he did so the darkness swirled around him, the pylon
seemed to crumble away, and when he regained his senses he found himself lying
naked in the desert beside the road that led from Bubastis to Memphis.
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The passersby on the road mocked at Setna. But one kinder than the rest threw him an
old cloak, and with this about him he came back to Memphis like a beggar.
When he reached his own dwelling place and found his wife and children there alive
and well, he had but one thought and that was to return the Book of Thoth to
Nefrekeptah.
'If Tabubua and all her sorceries were but a dream,' he exclaimed, 'they show me in
what terrible danger I stand. For if such another spell is cast upon me, next time it will
prove to be no dream.'
So, with the Book of Thoth in his hands, he went before Pharaoh his father and told
him what had happened. And Rameses the Great said to him, 'Setna, what I warned
you of has come to pass. You would have done better to obey my wishes sooner.
Nefrekeptah will certainly kill you if you do not take back the Book of Thoth to where
you found it. Therefore go to the tomb as a suppliant, carrying a forked stick in your
hand and a fire-pan on your head.'
Setna did as Pharaoh advised. When he came to the tomb and spoke the spell, it
opened to him as before, and he went down to the tomb-chamber and found
Nefrekeptah lying in his sarcophagus with the Kas of Ahura and Merab sitting on
either side. And the Ka of Ahura said, 'Truly it is Ptah, the great god, who has saved
you and made it possible for you to return here as a suppliant.'
Then the Ka of Nefrekeptah rose from the body and laughed, saying, 'I told you that
you would return as a suppliant, bringing the Book of Thoth. Place it now upon my
body where it lay these many years. But do not think that you are yet free of my
vengeance. Unless you perform that which I bid you, the dream of Tabubua will be
turned into reality.'
Then said Setna, bowing low, 'Nefrekeptah, master of magic, tell me what I may do to
turn away your just vengeance. If it be such as a man may perform, I will do it for
you.'
'I ask only a little thing,' answered the Ka of Nefrekeptah. 'You know that while my
body lies here for you to see, the bodies of Ahura and Merab rest in their tomb at
Koptos.
Bring their bodies here to rest with mine until the Day of Awakening when Osiris
returns to earth - for we love one another and would not be parted.'
Then Setna went in haste to Pharaoh and begged for the use of the Royal Boat. And
Pharaoh was pleased to give command that it should sail with Setna where he would.
So Setna voyaged up the Nile to Koptos. And there he made a great sacrifice to Isis
and Horus, and begged the priests of the temple to tell him where Ahura and Merab
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lay buried. But, though they searched the ancient writings in the temple, they could
find no record.
Setna was in despair. But he offered a great reward to any who could help him, and
presently a very old man came tottering up to the temple and said, 'If you are Setna the
great scribe, come with me. For when I was a little child my grandfather's father who
was as old as I am now told me that when he was even as I was then his grandfather's
father had shown him where Ahura and Merab lay buried - for as a young man in the
days of Pharaoh Amen-hotep the First he had helped to lay them in the tomb.'
Setna followed eagerly where the old man led him, and came to a house on the edge of
Koptos.
'You must pull down this house and dig beneath it,' said the old man. And when Setna
had bought the house for a great sum from the scribe who lived in it, he bade the
soldiers whom Pharaoh had sent with him level the house with the ground and dig
beneath where it had stood.
They did as he bade them, and presently came to a tomb buried beneath the sand and
cut from the rock. And in it lay the bodies of Ahura and Merab. When he saw them,
the old man raised his arms and cried aloud; and as he cried he faded from sight and
Setna knew that it was the Ka of Nefrekeptah which had taken on that shape to lead
him to the tomb.
So he took up the mummies of Ahura and Merab and conveyed them with all honor, as
if they had been the bodies of a queen and prince of Egypt, down the Nile in the Royal
Boat to Memphis.
And there Pharaoh himself led the funeral procession to Saqqara, and Setna placed the
bodies of Ahura and Merab beside that of Nefrekeptah in the secret tomb where lay
the Book of Thoth.
When the funeral procession had left the tomb, Setna spoke a charm and the wall
closed behind him leaving no trace of a door. Then at Pharaoh's command they heaped
sand over the low stone shrine where the entrance to the tomb was hidden; and before
long a sandstorm turned it into a great mound, and then leveled it out so that never
again could anyone find a trace of the tomb where Nefrekeptah lay with Ahura and
Merab and the Book of Thoth, waiting for the Day of Awakening when Osiris shall
return to rule over the earth.

Cor Hendriks, The Book of Thoth (Information file; PDF April ’16)

13

The Search for the Book of Thoth
Illustrated by Jared Osterhold

Prince Neferkaptah has always loved learning. When he hears of a great book of knowledge called
The Book of Thoth, he sets out to find it. But the gods have made his task difficult. Will Neferkaptah
find the great book of the gods, or will he continue his search forever?
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The Book of Thoth and Other Deadly Books
13.02.2016 The Ancient Ones Our Ancestors

Thoth is the God of wisdom, reading and writing. He was thought to be successor of
the Sun God, Ra. He is almost always illustrated as a human with a head of an Ibis
bird.
According to ancient legends, Thoth invented writing and always recorded every
gathering of the Gods. He is also said to have created the holy “Book of Breath”,
which, along with the “Book of the Dead” was placed in the tombs, since it possessed
magical powers. The power which Thoth gifted was endless and promised happiness
as well as suffering.
The book of Thoth was written in length and in width on papyrus, and according to
legend, it was written by the God himself. The book promised eternal power and
bloom. According to other tales, the book was written on 78 golden plates, and the
Atlanteans were believed to be the authors. Later in time, it was rewritten several
times on papyrus. The golden tablets disappeared and the copies were destroyed by
priestesses.
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The book contained the secret parallel worlds, and information of the roads in those
worlds. Secret ways of communication could be discovered with its help. The dead
could be brought back to life, and one could affect others from a distance. The text
also included detailed information of past civilizations and Egyptian Gods.
Another secret knowledge contained in the book was the technique of controlling the
natural, yet unknown functions of our own bodies. This knowledge is called
“psychological optics”. It allowed us to transform from half humans, which we appear
to be, into real humans. There were special mirrors, called “the mirrors of truth” which
reflected only that which was unnecessary in the face of the beholder. Those who
became “real” saw nothing when they looked into the mirror, since they were cleansed
from everything that was evil inside of them.
The pharaohs begot unnatural power over animals and humans once they got their
hands on the Book of Thoth. It was believed that even the forces of nature – water,
earth, air, and sky – would be under their command. He who possessed the papyrus
could also raise the dead and communicate with the Gods.
The Book of Thoth is about 20 000 years old, rewritten many times and kept safe by
those who knew its secret. The book is first mentioned in one of the castle’s
papyruses, which speaks of conspiracy (through magic) against the pharaoh. And the
magical secret was hidden precisely in the Book of Thoth. But the mutiny was cruelly
halted and the 46 men who were the first victims of the “damned” manuscript were
executed. According to one version, the book was burned. But soon after, it was
reborn “from the ashes” and ended up in the hands of the son of Ramesses II.
After that, the book traveled from one epoch to the next and whoever possessed it
would suffer a cruel death. The Spanish inquisition was especially grim – it was
enough only to speak of the Book of Thoth and a merciless sentence would follow.
It is said that the Book of Thoth has been preserved to this day as several torn pages of
one of the first copies which was kept in the Library of Alexandria. But here is the
paradox – the Book of Thoth has never been published to this day, not even in the
form of fragments. In other words, no one in modern days has seen or read this
legendary book. It is possible that this deadly papyrus is just another fabrication of the
media, but what if it really is hidden somewhere and awaits its moment of glory?
Some experts believe that the Book of Thoth has reached us in the form of Tarot cards.
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The Book of Thoth

Princess Ahura: The Magic Book, c. 1100 BCE

We were the two children of the King Merneptah, and he loved us very much, for he
had no others; and Naneferkaptah was in his palace as heir over all the land. And when
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we were grown, the king said to the queen, "I will marry Naneferkaptah to the
daughter of a general, and Ahura to the son of another general." And the queen said,
"No, he is the heir, let him marry his sister, like the heir of a king, none other is fit for
him." And the king said, " That is not fair; they had better be married to the children of
the general." And the queen said, "It is you who are not dealing rightly with me." And
the king answered, "If I have no more than these two children, is it right that they
should marry one another? I will marry Naneferkaptah to the daughter of an officer,
and Ahura to the son of another officer. It has often been done so in our family."
And at a time when there was a great feast before the king, they came to fetch me to
the feast. And I was very troubled, and did not behave as I used to do. And the king
said to me, "Ahura, have you sent some one to me about this sorry matter, saying, "Let
me be married to my elder brother?'" I said to him, "Well, let me marry the son of an
officer, and he marry the daughter of another officer, as it often happens so in our
family." I laughed, and the king laughed. And the king told the steward of the
palace,"Let them take Ahura to the house of Naneferkaptah tonight, and all kinds of
good things with her." So they brought me as a wife to the house of Naneferkaptah;
and the king ordered them to give me presents of silver and gold, and things from the
palace.
And Naneferkaptah passed a happy time with me, and received all the presents from
the palace; and we loved one another. And when I expected a child, they told the king,
and he was most heartily glad; and he sent me many things, and a present of the best
silver and gold and linen. And when the time came, I bore this little child that is before
you. And they gave him the name of Merab, and registered him in the book of the
"House of Life."
And when my brother Naneferkaptah went to the cemetery of Memphis, he did
nothing on earth but read the writings that are in the catacombs of the kings and on the
tablets of the "House of Life," and the inscriptions that are seen on the monuments,
and he worked hard on the writings. And there was a priest there called Nesiptah; and
as Naneferkaptah went into a temple to pray, it happened that he went behind this
priest, and was reading the inscriptions that were on the chapels of the gods. And the
priest mocked him and laughed. So Naneferkaptah said to him, "Why are you laughing
at me? "And he replied, "I was not laughing at you, or if I happened to do so, it was at
your reading writings that are worthless. If you wish so much to read writings, come to
me, and I will bring you to the place where the book is that Thoth himself wrote with
his own hand, and which will bring you to the gods. When you read but two pages in
this, you will enchant the heaven, the earth, the abyss, the mountains, and the sea; you
shall know what the birds of the sky and the crawling things are saying; you shall see
the fishes of the deep, for a divine power is there to bring them up out of the depth.
And when you read the second page, if you are in the world of ghosts, you will
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become again in the shape you were in on earth. You will see the sun shining in the
sky, with all the gods, and the full moon."
And Naneferkaptah said, "By the life of the king! Tell me of anything you want done,
and I'll do it for you, if you will only send me where this book is." And the priest
answered Naneferkaptah, "If you want to go to the place where the book is, you must
give me a hundred pieces of silver for my funeral, and provide that they shall bury me
as a rich priest." So Naneferkaptah called his lad and told him to give the priest a
hundred pieces of silver; and he made them do as he wished, even everything that he
asked for. Then the priest said to Naneferkaptah, "This book is in the middle of the
river at Koptos, in an iron box; in the iron box is a bronze box; in the bronze box is a
sycamore box; in the sycamore box is an ivory and ebony box; in the ivory and ebony
box is a silver box; in the silver box is a golden box; and in that is the book. It is
twisted all round with snakes and scorpions and all the other crawling things around
the box in which the book is; and there is a deathless snake by the box." And when the
priest told Naneferkaptah, he did not know where on earth he was, he was so much
delighted.
And when he came from the temple, he told me all that had happened to him. And he
said, "I shall go to Koptos, for I must fetch this book; I will not stay any longer in the
north." And I said, "Let me dissuade you, for you prepare sorrow and you will bring
me into trouble in the Thebaid." And I laid my hand on Naneferkaptah, to keep him
from going to Koptos, but he would not listen to me; and he went to the king, and told
the king all that the priest had said. The king asked him, "What is it that you want?"
And he replied, "Let them give me the royal boat with its belongings, for I will go to
the south with Ahura and her little boy Merab, and fetch this book without delay." So
they gave him the royal boat with its belongings, and we went with him to the haven,
and sailed from there up to Koptos.
Then the priests of Isis of Koptos, and the high priest of Isis, came down to us without
waiting, to meet Naneferkaptah, and their wives also came to me. We went into the
temple of Isis and Harpokrates; and Naneferkaptah brought an ox, a goose, and some
wine, and made a burnt offering and a drink offering before Isis of Koptos and
Harpokrates. They brought us to a very fine house, with all good things; and
Naneferkaptah spent four days there and feasted with the priests of Isis of Koptos, and
the wives of the priests of Isis also made holiday with me.
And the morning of the fifth day came; and Naneferkaptah called a priest to him, and
made a magic cabin that was full of men and tackle. He put the spell upon it and put
life into it, and gave them breath, and sank it in the water. He filled the royal boat with
sand, and took leave of me, and sailed from the haven: and I sat by the river at Koptos
that I might see what would become of him. And he said, "Workmen, work for me,
even at the place where the book is." And they toiled by night and by day; and when
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they had reached it in three days, he threw the sand out and made a shoal in the river.
And then he found on it entwined serpents and scorpions, and all kinds of crawling
things around the box in which the book was; and by it he found a deathless snake
around the box. And he laid the spell upon the entwined serpents and scorpions and all
kinds of crawling things which were around the box, that they would not come out.
And he went to the deathless snake, and fought with him, and killed him; but he came
to life again, and took a new form. He then fought again with him a second time; but
he came to life again, and took a third form. He then cut him in two parts, and put sand
between the parts, that he should not appear again.
Naneferkaptah then went to the place where he found the box. He uncovered a box of
iron, and opened it; he found then a box of bronze, and opened that; then he found a
box of sycamore wood, and opened that; again he found a box of ivory and ebony, and
opened that; yet, he found a box of silver, and opened that; and then he found a box of
gold; he opened that, and found the book in it. He took the book from the golden box,
and read a page of spells from it. He enchanted the heaven and the earth, the abyss, the
mountains, and the sea; he knew what the birds of the sky, the fish of the deep, and the
beasts of the hills all said. He read another page of the spells, and saw the sun shining
in the sky, with all the gods, the full moon, and the stars in their shapes; he saw the
fishes of the deep, for a divine power was present that brought them up from the water.
He then read the spell upon the workmen that he had made, and taken from the haven,
and said to them, "Work for me, back to the place from which I came." And they
toiled night and day, and so he came back to the place where I sat by the river of
Koptos; I had not drunk nor eaten anything, and had done nothing on earth, but sat like
one who is gone to the grave.
I then told Naneferkaptah that I wished to see this book, for which we had taken so
much trouble. He gave the book into my hands; and when I read a page of the spells in
it, I also enchanted heaven and earth, the abyss, the mountains, and the sea; I also
knew what the birds of the sky, the fishes of the deep, and the beasts of the hills all
said. I read another page of the spells, and I saw the sun shining in the sky with all the
gods, the full moon, and the stars in their shapes; I saw the fishes of the deep, for a
divine power was present that brought them up from the water. As I could not write, I
asked Naneferkaptah, who was a good writer and a very learned one; he called for a
new piece of papyrus, and wrote on it all that was in the book before him. He dipped it
in beer, and washed it off in the liquid; for he knew that if it were washed off, and he
drank it, he would know all that there was in the writing.
We went back to Koptos the same day, and made a feast before Isis of Koptos and
Harpokrates. We then went to the haven and sailed, and went northward of Koptos.
And as we went on, Thoth discovered all that Naneferkaptah had done with the book;
and Thoth hastened to tell Ra, and said, "Now, know that my book and my revelation
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are with Naneferkaptah, son of the King Merneptah. He has forced himself into my
place, and robbed it, and seized my box with the writings, and killed my guards who
protected it." And Ra replied to him, "He is before you, take him and all his kin." He
sent a power from heaven with the command, "Do not let Naneferkaptah return safe to
Memphis with all his kin." And after this hour, the little boy Merab, going out from
the awning of the royal boat, fell into the river: he called on Ra, and everybody who
was on the bank raised a cry. Naneferkaptah went out of the cabin, and read the spell
over him; he brought the body up because a divine power brought him to the surface.
He read another spell over him, and made him tell of all that happened to him, and of
what Thoth had said before Ra. We turned back with him to Koptos. We brought him
to the Good House, we fetched the people to him, and made one embalm him; and we
buried him in his coffin in the cemetery of Koptos like a great and noble person.
And Naneferkaptah, my brother, said, "Let us go down, let us not delay, for the king
has not yet heard of what has happened to him, and his heart will be sad about it." So
we went to the haven, we sailed, and did not stay to the north of Koptos. When we
were come to the place where the little boy Merab had fallen into the water, I went out
from the awning of the royal boat, and I fell into the river. They called Naneferkaptah,
and he came out from the cabin of the royal boat. He read a spell over me, and brought
my body up, because a divine power brought me to the surface. He drew me out, and
read the spell over me, and made me tell him of all that had happened to me, and of
what Thoth had said before Ra. Then he turned back with me to Koptos, he brought
me to the Good House, he fetched the people to me, and made one embalm me, as
great and noble people are buried, and laid me in the tomb where Merab my young
child was.
He turned to the haven, and sailed down, and delayed not in the northof Koptos. When
he was come to the place where we fell into the river, he said to his heart, "Shall I not
better turn back again to Koptos, that I may lie by them? For if not, when I go down to
Memphis, and the king asks after his children, what shall I say to him? Can I tell him,
"I have taken your children to the Thebaid and killed them, while I remained alive, and
I have come to Memphis still alive?=" Then he made them bring him a linen cloth of
striped byssus; he made a band, and bound the book firmly, and tied it upon him.
Naneferkaptah then went out of the awning of the royal boat and fell into the river. He
cried on Ra; and all those who were on the bank made an outcry, saying, "Great woe!
Sad woe! Is he lost, that good scribe and able man that has no equal?"
The royal boat went on without any one on earth knowing where Naneferkaptah was.
It went on to Memphis, and they told all this to the king. Then the king went down to
the royal boat in mourning, and all the soldiers and high priests and priests of Ptah
were in mourning, and all the officials and courtiers. And when he saw Naneferkaptah,
who was in the inner cabin of the royal boat---from his rank of high scribe---he lifted
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him up. And they saw the book by him; and the king said, "Let one hide this book that
is with him." And the officers of the king, the priests of Ptah, and the high priest of
Ptah, said to the king, "Our Lord, may the king live as long as the sun! Naneferkaptah
was a good scribe and a very skillful man." And the king had him laid in his Good
House to the sixteenth day, and then had him wrapped to the thirty-fifth day, and laid
him out to the seventieth day, and then had him put in his grave in his resting-place.
I have now told you the sorrow which has come upon us because of this book.
The Tale of Nefrekeptah
There are other tales of magic from Egypt, notably the stories of Prince Setna, son and
court scribe of Rameses II, and Setna's young son, Se-Osiris.
While reading ancient texts, Setna discovered the story of Nefrekeptah, who had been
a much more powerful magician than he, because he had read the 'Book of Thoth'.
Determined to find and read this text, he asked his brother to accompany him to find
the tomb of Nefrekeptah, son of Amenhotep.
When Setna had made his way into the tomb, to the central chamber where
Nefrekeptah was laid to rest, he found the body of the prince lying wrapped in its linen
bands, still and awful in death. But beside it on the stone sarcophagus sat two ghostly
figures, the kas of a beautiful young woman and a boy - and between them, on the
dead breast of Nefrekeptah lay the 'Book of Thoth'.
Honouring the kas, Setna begged them to let him take the papyrus. If they would not
let him take it, he had the magic power to take it from them by force.
The ka of the woman, Ahura, let it be known to Setna that the papyrus brought nothing
but trouble to Nefrekeptah. She knew this, because she had been Nefrekeptah's wife,
and the ka of the boy had been Merab, their son. She and her son's bodies were lying
at Koptos at the very edge of Eastern Waset (Thebes).
She and Nefrekeptah had been children of the pharaoh, and had wed by custom. Soon,
their son had been born, yet Nefrekeptah cared more for knowledge. He thirsted after
the wisdom of ancient texts and magic spells from ancient tombs. One day, while
studying ancient shrines, a priest came and started taunting Nefrekeptah:
"All that you read there is but worthless. I could tell you where lies the 'Book of
Thoth', which the god of wisdom wrote with his own hand. When you have read its
first page you will be able to enchant the heaven and the earth, the abyss, the
mountains and the sea; and you shall know what the birds and the beasts and the
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reptiles are saying. And when you have read the second page your eyes will behold all
the secrets of the gods themselves, and read all that is hidden in the stars."
Nefrekeptah would do anything to get the text. The priest asked for a hundred bars of
silver for his funeral and that he would be buried like a pharaoh when he died. Without
hesitation, Nefrekeptah did as the priest asked, desperate to find where the ancient
wisdom of Thoth was kept.
"The Book of Thoth lies beneath the middle of the Nile at Koptos, in an iron box. In
the iron box is a box of bronze; in the bronze box is a sycamore box; in the sycamore
box is an ivory and ebony box; in the ivory and ebony box is a silver box; in the silver
box is a golden box - and in that lies the Book of Thoth. All around the iron box are
twisted snakes and scorpions, and it is guarded by a serpent who cannot be slain."
Hurrying home, Nefrekeptah joyfully told Ahura about his meeting with the priest, and
where the 'Book of Thoth' lay. But Ahura feared that evil would come of this. She
begged her husband not to search for the papyrus. She felt in her heart that only
sorrow would come of this.
Rather than listening to his wife, Nefrekeptah set off to pharaoh, who approved his
mission. Setting up the royal barge, Nefrekeptah took his wife and son to Koptos.
Reaching their destination, the priests and priestesses of Isis welcomed the family, and
Nefrekeptah made sacrifices to the goddess and her son Horus.
On the fifth day, Nefrekeptah left his family and worked great magic at the river.
First he created a magic cabin that was full of men and tackle. He cast a spell on it,
giving life and breath to the men, and he sank the magic cabin into the river. Then he
filled the Royal Boat with sand and put out into the middle of the Nile until he came to
the place below which the magic cabin lay. And he spoke words of power, and cried,
"Workmen, workmen, work for me even where lies the Book of Thoth!" They toiled
without ceasing by day and by night, and on the third day they reached the place
where the Book lay.
Removing the sand, Nefrekeptah raised the Book till they were at a shoal in the river.
And it was as the priest had said - around the iron box, snakes and scorpions twined.
They were living, moving beings, ready to kill anyone who dared go near the box. Yet
at Nefrekeptah's magic cry, they became quiet and still.
Unharmed, Nefrekeptah went to the iron box, which was guarded by the serpent that
could not die. His magic was useless against the reptile, so with his sword,
Nefrekeptah lopped off its head. Immediately, the serpent joined together, and made
ready to stop the magician from reaching the iron box. Once again, Nefrekeptah
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beheaded the snake, and tried to toss the head into the river. Yet again, the serpent's
head flew to the body and the reptile was alive, protecting the iron box.
Nefrekeptah saw that the serpent could not be slain, but must be overcome by cunning.
So once more he struck off its head. But before head and body could come together he
put sand on each part so that when they tried to join they could not do so as there was
sand between them - and the serpent that could not die lay helpless in two pieces.
Opening the iron box, he found a bronze box. Then a box of sycamore wood. A box of
ebony and ivory followed, then a box of silver and finally one of gold, as the priest
had said. Opening the gold box, Nefrekeptah found the 'Book of Thoth'.
Reading the first page, Nefrekeptah found that he suddenly had power over the
heavens and the earth, the abyss, the mountains and the sea. He understood what the
beasts and the fishes were saying. Reading the next spell, he found out the secrets of
the sun in the heavens, the moon and the stars. He also could see the gods themselves,
who were hidden from the eyes of mortals.
Taking the papyrus, he ordered the workmen to return him to Koptos, where his wife
was waiting for him. Offering her the papyrus, Ahura read the first and second spells,
and had all of the knowledge that her husband had learned from the Book.
Then Nefrekeptah took a clean piece of papyrus and wrote on it all the spells from the
'Book of Thoth'. He took a cup of beer and washed off the words into it and drank it so
that the knowledge of the spells entered into his being.
As they left on the Royal Barge to return home, their son Merab fell into the river and
sank out of sight. Using the Book, Nefrekeptah said the correct spell, but the little boy
was dead. There was no magic that could bring him back to life. Calling Merab's ka,
he asked his son what had caused his death. The parents knew that it was not a normal
drowning.
And the ka of Merab said, "Thoth the great god found that his Book had been taken,
and he hastened before Amen-Ra, saying, 'Nefrekeptah, son of Pharaoh Amenhotep,
has found my magic box and slain its guards and taken my Book with all the magic
that is in it.' And Ra replied to him, 'Deal with Nefrekeptah and all that is his as it
seems good to you: I send out my power to work sorrow and bring a punishment upon
him and upon his wife and child.' And that power from Ra, passing through the will of
Thoth, drew me into the river and drowned me."
Heartbroken, they left Merab's body for embalming at Koptos. Soon, the burial of their
son was done, and, though sad, Nefrekeptah said that they should return home.
Pharaoh should know of what happened, and though sad at the loss of his grandson, he
would rejoice in the fact that they had the 'Book of Thoth'.
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As they set out, they came to the place where Merab had drowned. Ahura felt the
power of Ra take her, and snatch her off the barge. She fell into the river, and she too
was drowned. Calling for her ka Nefrekeptah heard the same story, and returned once
more to Koptos for his wife's burial.
Setting out for home once more, the boat reached Mennefer (Hikuptah, Memphis).
Pharaoh boarded the vessel when it reached port, only to find that Nefrekeptah himself
was dead, the 'Book of Thoth' bound on his chest. Pharaoh buried Nefrekeptah with
the Book, and the kas of Ahura and Merab came to watch over the man they both
loved.
"And now I have told you all the woe that has befallen us because we took and read
the Book of Thoth - the book which you ask us to give up. It is not yours, you have no
claim to it, indeed for the sake of it we gave up our lives on earth."
The Tale of Setna
Rather than heeding the words of the ka, Setna still wished for the knowledge himself.
Again he asked for the Book, or he would take it by force. The two ka were in fear of
Setna's powers, and drew back. Now the ka of Nefrekeptah came out from his body to
face the magician.
Offering Setna the change to win the Book in a game of Senet, Nefrekeptah and the
mortal settled down to play. Nefrekeptah's skill at the game was great, and each time
Setna lost, magic was cast upon him so he sank into the ground. When Setna's head
was the only part of his body above the ground, he called out for his brother to help
him. "Anherru! Run to the palace and beg pharaoh for the Amulet of Ptah. Set it on my
head before the last game is lost, and I will be saved!"
Doing as bidden, Anherru begged the favour of pharaoh, then rushed to the priests at
the Temple of Ptah. They gave him the Amulet, telling him to rescue his brother from
the evil contest with the dead. Making it back to the tomb, just as Setna was making
his last move, Anherru leapt forward and dropped the Amulet of Ptah on Setna's head.
Before Nefrekeptah could make Setna disappear into the ground forever, Setna sprang
free and grabbed the papyrus from the corpse. He and his brother fled from the tomb.
As they went they heard the ka of Ahura cry, "Alas, all power is gone from him who
lies in this tomb."
But the ka of Nefrekeptah answered, "Be not sad: I will make Setna bring back the
Book of Thoth, and come as a suppliant to my tomb with a forked stick in his hand
and a fire-pan on his head."
Returning to the palace, Setna told pharaoh all that had happened, returning the
Amulet. Rameses counseled Setna to return the Book, as it had caused much evil and
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he would be forced to return it eventually, but Setna would not listen. He took it with
him, and started studying the great spells, reading from it to those who sought his
wisdom.
One day, Setna saw a beautiful maiden, who he immediately fell head over heels in
love with. Soon he learned that her name was Tabubua, and that she was the daughter
of the high priest of Bast, at Per-Bast (Bubastis). Setna soon forgot everything, except
Tabubua. He even forgot the 'Book of Thoth', desiring only to win this girl as his own.
Before too long, he received a message from her, saying that if he wanted her, he was
to meet her in secret at her desert palace outside Per-Bast (Bubastis).
Setna made his way thither in haste, and found a pylon tower in a great garden with a
high wall round about it. There Tabubua welcomed him with sweet words and looks,
led him to her chamber in the pylon and served him with wine in a golden cup.
Setna, who was already married, spoke of his love for Tabubua. She replied that the
two of them were destined to be together, but she could not endure a rival. She asked
him to write up a divorce from his current wife, lest she come between them. And she
asked him to give her children to him, that they could be given as sacrifices to Bast,
lest they plot evil against her, their step mother.
In his ardour, Setna said that it would be as she wished, and immediately wrote out her
requests, writing that his wife should be cast out to starve, and that his children should
be given to feed the sacred cats at the Temple of Bast.
And when he had done this, she handed him the cup once more and stood before him
in all her loveliness, singing a bridal hymn. Presently terrible cries came floating up to
the high window of the pylon - the dying cries of his children, for he recognized each
voice as it called to him in agony and then was still. But Setna drained the golden cup
and turned to Tabubua, saying, "My wife is a beggar and my children lie dead at the
pylon foot, I have nothing left in the world but you - and I would give all again for
you. Come to me, my love!"
When he reached out for his new bride, a change suddenly came over her, and she
became a corpse, and she and the palace disappeared, leaving Setna alone and naked in
the desert.
Reaching home, to his great relief, Setna found his wife and children alive and well.
He had learned his lesson. He took the 'Book of Thoth', intent on returning it to
Nefrekeptah. Telling Rameses what had happened, the pharaoh told his son that the
only way he would not die, now, was to return the Book to the tomb 'as a suppliant,
carrying a forked stick in your hand and a fire-pan on your head'.
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In humility, the Book was returned. Nefrekeptah, though, told him that the dream of
Tabubua would come true unless he would bring the bodies of Ahura and Merab to be
buried with him in his tomb. They had no wish to be parted forever, wishing to be
together when the 'Day of Awakening' came to pass.
Travelling speedily to Koptos, Setna searched for records of the burial details of Ahura
and Merab. Search as he might, he could not find a single clue as to their burial spots.
In despair, thinking that the death of his family was near, he offered a great reward to
any who could help him. Before too long, an old man came to speak with him. He
remembered his grandfather's grandfather showing him the tomb of the woman and
child.
A house had been built on the spot, at the edge of Waset, and Setna bought the house
to pull it down. When the house was demolished by Pharaoh's soldiers, Setna had the
men dig beneath it. Soon they came to a rock-cut tomb, deep in the earth. Inside the
tomb lay the bodies of Ahura and Merab. The old man suddenly transformed, and he
turned into the ka of Nefrekeptah and faded from sight. Setna then took the bodies
back, and buried them with great ceremony in Nefrekeptah's tomb.
Then at Pharaoh's command they heaped sand over the low stone shrine where the
entrance to the tomb was hidden; and before long a sandstorm turned it into a great
mound, and then leveled it out so that never again could anyone find a trace of the
tomb where Nefrekeptah lay with Ahura and Merab and the Book of Thoth, waiting
for the Day of Awakening when Osiris shall return to rule over the earth.
Send mail to ziad@perankhgroup.com with questions or comments about this web site.
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from Crystalinks Website

Thoth's other names include:
• Djhuty
• Djehuty
• Dhouti
• Djehuti
• Tehuty
• Tehuti
• Thout
• Zehuti
• Sheps
• Lord of the Khemenu
Thoth was the god who overcame the curse of Ra, allowing Nut to give birth to her five children, with his
skill at games. It was he who helped Isis work the ritual to bring Osiris back from the dead, and who
drove the magical poison of Set from her son, Horus with the power of his magic.
He was Horus' supporter during the young god's deadly battle with his uncle Set, helping Horus with his
wisdom and magic.
It was Thoth who brought Tefnut, who left Egypt for Nubia in a sulk after an argument with her father,
back to heaven to be reunited with Ra.
Tefnut, the Eye of Ra, became estranged from her father and fled into Nubia, taking all
of her precious water with her. In this land, she transformed herself into a lioness. She
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raged through the countryside, emitting flames from her eyes and nostrils. Viciously, she
drank the blood and fed on the flesh of both animals and humans.
As time went on, Ra missed his Eye, and longed to see her again - Egypt had dried, and
the land was in chaos. He summoned Shu to him, along with Thoth, who was the
messenger of the gods and famous for his eloquence. Ra issued the command that Shu
and Thoth must go to Nubia and bring back his recalcitrant daughter.
Before they set off on their journey Shu and Thoth disguised themselves as baboons.
The baboon is an animal sacred to Thoth. Eventually, Thoth and Shu found Tefnut in
Begum. Thoth began at once to try and persuade her to return to Egypt. Tefnut,
however, wasn't interested. She liked hunting in the desert and was perfectly happy
where she was.
Thoth would not give up though, and wove stories to depict to her how gloom had
descended upon Egypt since she had left. The people of Egypt would do anything for
her if she'd just return home. Ultimately, wooed by Thoth's promises, Tefnut relented and
returned to Egypt accompanied by the two baboons.
All the way there, Thoth kept her entertained with stories. Tefnut made a triumphant
entry back into the homeland, accompanied by a host of Nubian musicians, dancers and
baboons. She went from city to city, bringing back moisture and water, amid great
rejoicing, until finally she was reunited with her father, and restored to her rightful
position as his Eye.
When Ra retired from the earth, he appointed Thoth and told him of his desire to create a Light-soul in
the Duat and in the Land of the Caves, and it was over this region that the sun god appointed Thoth to
rule, ordering him to keep a register of those who were there, and to mete out just punishments to them.
Thoth became the representation of Ra in the afterlife, seen at the judgment of the dead in the 'Halls of
the Double Ma'at'.
The magical powers of Thoth were so great, that the Egyptians had tales of a 'Book of Thoth', which
would allow a person who read the sacred book to become the most powerful magician in the world.
The Book which "the god of wisdom wrote with his own hand" was, though, a deadly book that brought
nothing but pain and tragedy to those that read it, despite finding out about the "secrets of the gods
themselves" and "all that is hidden in the stars".

Depictions of Thoth
In art, Thoth was usually depicted with the head of an ibis, deriving from his name, and the curve of the
ibis' beak, which resembles the crescent moon. Thoth the Scribe, wrote the story of our reality then
placed it into grids for us to experience and learn through the alchemy of time and consciousness.
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He was sometimes depicted with the face of a dog-headed baboon and the body of a man or, again, as a
full dog-headed baboon. The ibis, it is thought, had a crescent shaped beak, linking the bird to the moon.
The dog-headed baboon, on the other hand, was a night animal that was seen by the Egyptians who
would greet the sun with chattering noises each morning just as Thoth, the moon god, would greet Ra,
the sun god, as he rose. [Baboon - symbol of evolution of the human experiment in time.]

Thoth The Scribe
Thoth became credited by the ancient Egyptians as the inventor of writing, and was also considered to
have been the scribe of the underworld, and the moon became occasionally considered a separate
entity, now that Thoth had less association with it, and more with wisdom.
For this reason Thoth was universally worshipped by ancient Egyptian Scribes.
Also, he became credited as the inventor of the 365-day (rather than 360-day) calendar, it being said that
he had won the extra 5 days by gambling with the moon, then known as Iabet, in a game of dice, for
1/72nd of its light (5 = 360/72).
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When the Ennead and Ogdoad systems started to merge, one result was that, for a time, Horus was
considered a sibling of Isis, Osiris, Set, and Nephthys, and so it was said that Hathor/Nuit had been
cursed against having children during the (360) day year, but was able to have these five over the 5
extra days won by Thoth.

Thoth and Seshat
Thoth was thought to be scribe to the gods, who kept a great library of scrolls, over which one of his
wives, Seshat (the goddess of writing) was thought to be mistress.
He was associated by the Egyptians with speech, literature, arts, learning. He, too, was a measurer and
recorder of time, as was Seshat.
Many ancient Egyptians believed that Seshat invented writing, while Thoth taught writing to mankind.
She was known as 'Mistress of the House of Books', indicating that she also took care of Thoth's library
of spells and scrolls.

Seshat is the Goddess of Libraries, all forms
of Writing and the Measurement of Time.

Thoth and Ma'at
Believed to be the author of the spells in the Book of the Dead, he was a helper (and punisher) of the
deceased as they try to enter the underworld.
In this role, his wife was Ma'at, the personification of order, who was weighed against the heart of the
dead to see if they followed Ma'at during their life.
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Centre of Worship
During the late period of Egyptian history a cult of Thoth gained prominence, due to its main
centre, Khnum (Hermopolis Magna), in Upper Egypt also becoming the capital, and millions of dead ibis
were mummified and buried in his honor.
The rise of his cult also lead to his cult seeking to adjust mythology to give Thoth a greater role, including
varying the Ogdoad cosmogony myth so that it is Thoth who gives birth to Ra/Atum/Nefertum/Khepri, as
a result of laying, as an ibis, an egg containing him.
Later it was said that this was done in the form of a goose - literally as a goose laying a golden egg. The
sound of his song was thought to have created four frog gods and snake goddesses of the Ogdoad who
continued Thoth's song, helping the sun journey across the sky.
Thoth was inserted in many tales as the wise counsel and persuader, and his association with learning,
and measurement, lead him to be connected with Seshat, the earlier deification of wisdom, who became
said to be his daughter, or variably his wife.
Thoth's qualities also lead to him being identified by the Greeks with their closest matching god
- Hermes, with whom Thoth was eventually combined, as Hermes Trismegistus, also leading to the
Greeks naming Thoth's cult centre as Hermopolis, meaning city of Hermes.
Thoth was,

• the 'One who Made Calculations Concerning the Heavens, the Stars and the
Earth'
• the 'Reckoner of Times and of Seasons'
• the one who 'Measured out the Heavens and Planned the Earth'
• he was 'He who Balances'
• the 'God of the Equilibrium' and 'Master of the Balance'
• 'The Lord of the Divine Body'
• 'Scribe of the Company of the Gods'
• the 'Voice of Ra'
• the 'Author of Every Work on Every Branch of Knowledge, Both Human and
Divine'
• he who understood 'all that is hidden under the heavenly vault'

Thoth was not just a scribe and friend to the gods, but central to order - ma'at - both in Egypt and in the
Duat. He was 'He who Reckons the Heavens, the Counter of the Stars and the Measurer of the Earth'.
There is an Egyptian pharaoh of the Sixteenth dynasty of Egypt named Djehuty (Thoth) after him, and
who reigned for three years.
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More About Thoth
Geometry - Reality - Time
Reality is myth, math, and metaphor.
It is a consciousness computer experiment in time and illusion created by thought consciousness. The
name Thoth means 'Thought' and 'Time'. Thoth was the master architect who created the blueprint of
our reality based on the patterns of sacred geometry or 12 around 1.
The program follows binary code 1010101 [ON OFF ON OFF - Matter Anti-Matter] and repeats in cycles
called time.
It is here - in the duality - duat - underworld - chaos - void - place of creation 'outside the box' of our
experience - reflected in gods and goddesses, the landscapes of Egypt including the pyramids and
temples - that we experience until we evolve in the alchemy of time and consciousness.

Thoth created a grid program of experience - electromagnetic in nature to allow for the bipolar aspects
of linear time and illusion. In so doing, we go to 4 [time] and 3 [3D physical reality]. Thoth constructed a
pyramidal shaped vehicle which personifies the nature of reality.
He placed half above - "As is Above" in the nonphysical and half below "As is Below" thus creating the
sands of time - the hourglass - the X Box - at the center of the planet where it all began and will all
evolve at Zero Point - a time or place of balance.
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Thoth was the 'god of the equilibrium' and considered depictions of him as the 'Master of the Balance' to
indicate that he was associated with the precession of the equinoxes - a time when the day and the night
were balanced.

Thoth played a crucial role in the design and orientation of many famous pyramids, temples and
ziggurats.

Thoth and Hidden Knowledge
It is written in several ancient texts that Thoth wrote a major work of scriptural importance that would one
day be found.
Thoth allegedly wrote books in which he set forth fabulous knowledge of magic and incantation then
concealed them in a tomb/womb.
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42 Books of Thoth
Thoth as Hermes in ancient Greece complied the Hermetic Text referred to him as Kore Kosmu.
What he knew, he carved on stone [metaphor of physical plane] then hid most of the information. The
sacred symbols of the cosmic elements he hid away using the secrets of Osiris, keeping and maintaining
silence, that younger ages of the cosmic time clock might seek them out.
Thoth was said to have succeeded in understanding the mysteries of the heavens and to have revealed
them by inscribing them in sacred books which he then hid here on Earth, intending that they should be
searched for by future generations but found by those of the bloodline.
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Some of these sacred books are referred to as the 42 Books of Instructions or the 42 Books of
Thoth which describe the instructions for achieving immortality plus 2 more books kept separately.
The dating of the books is somewhere between the third century BC and the first century AD. Their
influence has been tremendous on the development of Western occultism and magic. Neo-pagan
witchcraft contains many rituals and much esoteric symbolism based upon Hermetic writings.
According to one legend Hermes Trismegistus, who was a grandson of Adam and a builder of the
Egyptian pyramids, authored the books. But, more probably the books were written by several
succeeding persons. According to legend, the books were initially written on papyrus.
A chronicler of pagan lore, Clement of Alexandria, stated thirty-six [36] of the Hermetic books contained
the entire Egyptian philosophy:
• four [4] books on astrology
• ten [10] books called the Hieratic on law
• ten [10] books on sacred rites and observances
• two [2] on music
• and the rest on writing, cosmography, geography, mathematics and measures
and training of priests
• six [6] remaining books concerned medicine and the body discussing diseases,
instruments, the eyes and women
Most of the Hermetic books - along with others - were lost during the burning of the royal libraries in
Alexandria.
The surviving books were secretly buried in the desert where they are presently located. A few initiates
of the mystery schools, ancient secret cults, allegedly know their location. What remains of the surviving
Hermetic lore has been passed down through generation and published in many languages.
Most important of all are three works.
• The most important and oldest is The Divine Pymander. It consists on 17 fragments all in one
work. Within these fragments are many of the Hermetic concepts, including the was divine
wisdom and the secrets of the universe were revealed to Hermes and the way in which Hermes
established his ministry to spread this wisdom throughout the world. The Divine
Pymanderapparently was revised during the first centuries AD but lost none of its meaning due
to incorrect translations.
• Poimmandres or The Vision is the second book of The Divine Pymander and perhaps the most
famous. It relates Hermes' mystical vision, cosmogony, and the secret sciences of the Egyptians
as to culture and the spiritual development of the soul.
• The third work - Hermes Trismegistus is the wisdom of the Hermetica - Emerald Tablets.
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